
BREAZE Submission to City of Ballarat Council Meeting 26/4/17 

Relating to Item 10.1 Notice of Motion by Cr Belinda Coates 

Extract from agenda: 
10.1.  CARBON REDUCTION AND ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE I hereby give notice that at the 

Ordinary Meeting of Council on Wednesday 26th April 2017, I will propose the following motion: 

That Council: In recognition of the need for carbon reduction and action on climate change resolves 

to: 

1) develop a strategy and implementation action plan for the City of Ballarat to achieve carbon 

neutrality by 2025; 

2) develop a renewable energy action plan for the City of Ballarat to move towards 100% 

renewables as sources of energy by 2025; 

3) work with the community, business and not-for-profit sectors to reduce community 

emissions and move towards renewables; and 

4) commence the development of these strategies and plans as soon as possible. 

BREAZE Submission 
Thanks Madam Mayor for this opportunity to present.  My name is Peter Reid and I am the 

Treasurer of Ballarat Renewable Energy and Zero Emissions commonly known as BREAZE. 

BREAZE formed in 2006 after the world-wide phenomena of “Walks Against Warming” held in 

response to the United Nations’ findings on climate change and its impacts and Al Gore’s film “An 

Inconvenient Truth” creating a call to action for the worlds citizens to take action to reduce carbon 

emissions to maintain a safe climate for future generations. 

BREAZE became involved in the development of the City of Ballarat’s first Environment Sustainability 

Strategy and LiveSmartBallarat Environment Sustainability Policy 2007 through representation on 

the steering committee.  Despite commitment from the Council and Executive at the time much of 

the policy and strategy remained un-actioned.  BREAZE continued to advocate to successive Councils 

to implement targets for organisational greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets, implement 

planning controls to ensure new dwellings would be more environmentally sustainable and ensure 

the uptake of public transport, walking and cycling. 

At its meeting on 23rd March last year, Council carried resolution R072/16 which was: 

Adopt the City of Ballarat Environmental Sustainability Policy 2016 and progressively 

implement actions to meet the objectives of the policy to achieve a sustainable environment 

for the Ballarat community. 

This policy set organisational directions and targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 

associated with Council’s operational activities, however when I checked yesterday I could not find 

this policy on the Council website and no reference has been made to it in the current Draft Council 

Plan 2017-21. 



During 2013 to 2014 the City of Ballarat undertook the largest community engagement process 

known in the region “Ballarat Imagines” and with over 6000 residents providing input created 

“Our Vision for 2040”.  The vision articulated 5 principles for the planning, governance and 

development of this city and led to the development of the Ballarat Strategy.  The City of Ballarat 

for the first time had the backing of its residents to create a strategic direction for the next 25 

years. 

The Ballarat Strategy included the following initiatives which directly support Cr Coates’ 

proposed motions: 

• 5.5.1 “Continue to implement initiatives that reduce energy consumption and associated 

costs for Council owned facilities and sites. 

• 5.5.2 Support the development industry to introduce greater energy efficiencies into the 

Ballarat market. 

• 5.5.3 Support the innovation of energy efficient solutions in new developments and 

redevelopments. 

• 5.5.4 Investigate options to strengthen Council policies and planning schemes related to 

energy efficiency 

• 5.6.1 Investigate and support waste to energy initiatives and outcomes 

With the above in mind, BREAZE requests that the Councillors support Cr Coates motion 

Thank you and any questions 


